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4.4 Weed Management Officers  

Weed management officers participate in weed management projects in various sites in 
Queensland, and utilise a variety of treatment techniques. These include chemical, 
mechanical, and manual control techniques. They also deal with the common vegetation 
communities and plant species found in South East Queensland. They hold current ACDC 
(Agricultural Chemicals Distribution Control Act, 1966) licences, and operate 4WD 
vehicles and GPS equipment (Anonymous, 2008c). 

There are about 36 officers involved in weed management in various shires and 
departments in Queensland. Queensland authorities have also recently initiated a weed-
watchers program similar to that in Victoria. In this program, the members of the 
community, as well as professionals dealing with plants, will participate in monitoring and 
management of new noxious weed incursions and threats. 
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9 Australian Capital Territory 

The relevant legislation is the Pest Plants and Animal Act (PPAA), 2005, which became 
effective on 12 November, 2005. This Act replaced the plant and animal plant sections of 
the Land (Planning and Environment) Act, 1991. The ACT Department of Urban Services 
(Environment ACT) administers the Act. 

The purpose of the Pest Plants and Animal Act, 2005, is to protect the ACT's land and 
aquatic resources from plant and animal pest threats, and to promote a strategic approach 
to pest management. Given the activities and population of the region and divided 
responsibilities of employees, there are limitations to management of the Territory’s 
noxious weeds. 
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10 Summary of Responsibilities 

Table 1 Summary of weed control responsibilities of weed inspectors in Australia 
(excluding ACT) 

Summary of weed control responsibilities of weed inspectors in Australia (excluding ACT) 
  Qld NSW Vic Tas SA WA NT 

1. Planning •   • N/A   N/A 

2. Implementation • • • N/A   • N/A 

3. Identification (threats/plants)  • • N/A •  N/A 

4. Monitoring the spread of species • • • N/A • • N/A 

5. Investigating and assessing incursions  •  • N/A • • N/A 

6. Weed control • • • N/A • • N/A 

7. Compliance and enforcement  • • N/A • • N/A 

8. Handling threats     • N/A     N/A 

9. Prohibition to grow declared plants, and the removal of 
such plants from cultivation 

      N/A •  N/A 

10. Containing the spread of prohibited plants being 
cultivated 

•     N/A •   N/A 

11. Notification •   N/A   N/A 

12. Prevention of entry, movement, and sale in the region       N/A •   N/A 

 

Table 2 Summary of extension responsibilities of weed inspectors in Australia 
(excluding ACT) 

Summary of extension responsibilities of weed inspectors in Australia (excluding ACT) 
  Qld NSW Vic Tas SA WA NT 

1. Extension/promotion activities • • • N/A • • N/A 

2. Advice •   • N/A   • N/A 

3. Public education activities •   • N/A  • N/A 

4. Delivering extension material     • N/A   • N/A 

5. Providing direction, support, training and 
communications to staff,  i.e. Weed Spotter Network  

•  • N/A   N/A 

6. Communication and development activities •   • N/A   • N/A 

7. Managing significant native vegetation  •  N/A   N/A 

8. Liaising and coordinating with various departments • • • N/A     N/A 

9. Developing working relations with departments and 
organisations 

•  • N/A   N/A 

10. Working with a range of stakeholders •   • N/A   • N/A 

11. Working with landowners •   • N/A • • N/A 
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Table 3 Summary of administration responsibilities of weed inspectors in Australia 
(excluding ACT) 

Summary of administration responsibilities of weed inspectors in Australia (excluding ACT) 
  Qld NSW Vic Tas SA WA NT 
1. Granting applications, the development of short- and 
long-term projects 

• • • N/A • • N/A 

2. Legal issues     • N/A • • N/A 

3. Auditing   • N/A   N/A 

4. Staff instruction • •   N/A     N/A 

5. Adopting and applying OH&S policies and procedures • • • N/A  • N/A 

6. Ensuring adequate resourcing to manage the weed 
species 

•     N/A • • N/A 

7. Liaising and maintaining networks with relevant people 
and organisations 

• • • N/A  • N/A 

8. Estimating work • •   N/A     N/A 

9. Record keeping •  • N/A   N/A 

10. Inspection and mapping •     N/A     N/A 

11. Supervising/coordinating • •  N/A   N/A 

12. Where appropriate, maintaining stocks •     N/A   • N/A 

13. Report writing • • • N/A  • N/A 

14. Reviewing       N/A •   N/A 

15. Maintaining plant equipment and vehicles •   N/A  • N/A 

16. Managing council reserve •     N/A     N/A 

17. Changes in policy and process   • N/A   N/A 

18. Focusing beyond weeds (to all threatening processes) •     N/A •   N/A 
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